,Musical approach and artistic developments in Dakar

in regards to African Futurisms”
by Stephen IBAAKU Basséne

This wavethatweare abouttodivein,isthe onethatisreprogramingthe cultural matrix of
Senegal with determination and creativity.

They are socialicons, entrepreneurs, activist,daydreamers, proudspirituals, sons of
legendaryleaders. Theseartists| amaboutto presentare changingtheface of the cityand by
extension the face of the continent. They smashthe doors of the status quo.

Theirambitions are to be forces of proposals on themes such as the preservation of the
environment, the re-appropriation of imaginaries, decolonizationorgenderissuesand much
more.

- ISSA SAMB

- FELWINNE SARR
Economist philosopher, author, artist.

“To accelerateitsculturaltransformationandgivebirthtotherevolutionof which [Africa]isa
carrier, the question of the mode of elaboration of its representations is crucial.”

- DOUDOU NDIAYE ROSE

Through his work and his approach, Doudou Ndiaye Rose has always challengedtheurbanmusic
in acertainway.Rhythm, power,stories, traditions, eternalyouth,innovation, somuchincommon
betweentheartofthe master and the urban culture.

SOUND AND VISIONS

- GGBB

GGBB is a duo composed of Stephane Constantini - electronic musician/ researcher, specialized in
the uses of Music and Digital and Mara Seck - singer and percusionist and also son of the legendary
Ala Seck one of the most popular member of Youssou Ndour’s Super Etoile de Dakar. Together they
created a unique and new genre:

A sonic collision between the world of the griot and his predilection instrument:

the sabar and the world of electronic music: The electro sabar.

A music halfway between the epileptic rhythms of the sabar (drums, Senegalese percussion) and
the viscous tablecloths of electronic music.



- DISS

Diss is a beat maker/ producer, graphic designer. He is the founder of the 2bemusic label.
A Dakar label that is for me one of the most prolific at the moment. Inadditiontothe
productions of the artists of hislabel, in February 2016 he released one of the first albums
100% beats in Senegal. A musical projectresultingfromhisfusionexperiences where the
boom bap of American hip hop mixes well with West African sounds and rhythms.

Last May hereleased « Dox dadje » wich expresses in Wolof the idea of unity. Thisalbumiis
thefirstofitskind inthe history of Senegalese hip hop, because it brings together the
growing scene of beatmakers.

Accordingto hisvisionthis projectaims:

"The construction ofamusicalidentity specific to Senegalese urbanmusic"

ART AND TECH

- Bay Dam // VXlab
FB/ VX Lab

“Fascinated by interactive and generative systems, | use interactive art technologies to
create works which base on the theoretical horizon of the sphereofhumaninteractions.
Computerprogrammingand algorithms arein the core of myartisticapproach. | privilege
opensource and collaborationin order to more and more associate arts to sciences. |
develop my projects through short cycles of research and development during which |
leave all freedomto unforeseen matters. lalwaystrytocollaborate with otherartists from
other fields such as dance, graffiti or even music. My inspirations can originated from
everywhere starting from cultural, linguistic and naturalhuman diversities,fromthechild’s
mental development in it’'sownenvironmentto the powerlessofhumanbeingsinfrontof
machines.The immersion, opticillusion and perceptionofthe speciesthatarearoundus
arevery passionate subjects for me.”

- BASSIROU WADE aka BASS DESIGN

Isamongthe creative structuresincoutournablein Dakar.We find hisworkin the
cartoonesque universe of Selly Raby Kane through these giant insects duringthelndaba
2017 designinSouth Africaorthe 3m octopusthatsatinthe middle ofthe old Dakartrain
stationduring the Alien Cartoon performance at Dakar’s Biennal des arts 2014.

Thisyearhealso collaborated with KerThiossane's Afropixel festival, Villafor Art and
Multimedia, which describes itself as "a space where critical and unconventional ways of
participatinginthe development of mediaand technology can be experienced “.

His latest projectisaseries of motorcyclestransformed to tricyclesfordisabled persons.
His ambition is to transmit this knowledge to disabled people association to facilitate
their transport and activities.



- SEN NETWORK SANDAL MAN
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLPxk37hwng

SENNETWORK s acollective of African film directors wanting to promote the culture
"geek" in Senegal and in Africa in its entirety.

After a series of short films including a web series, SN Network has considerably
increased its audience withtherelease of theshort film"Sandale Man”. A Senegalese
superherowho protects the country thanks to the superhuman strength of his sandals.
It started out as a joke Ayina Thiam and his clique challenge themselves to makeita
featurefilm:"SandalMan2: The arc of the revolutionary. They evoke different thematics
such as pan-Africanism or corruptions.

- MADZOO RBS CREW
Graffiti artist

"For me, Africanfuturismisfirst and foremost introspection, therecognitionof a past that
is becomingthe very foundation of this futurism toady. This goes through the self-
determination of our people that eradicate our underlying complex. Since then, the
creative geniusthathasalwaysdeterminedus, this ability that we have always had to shine
through the ages.

This African spiritual science, underpinned by scientific and technological advances,
definesuseveninthe waywestyleourselves, dress, andourwayof life. To constitutea
community where each onelivesintherespect ofthe other and the same nature which
surrounds it, is an art at once exotic and esoteric.

African Futurismformeisalsothe willto undertake beyond any stereotype. Futurismisalso
thistouch of madnessin ourideologies, in our concepts of life and that everyone in his
field, cultivatestheabilitytosubtlybypass thebeaten paths that hinder the exacerbated
senses of our creativity.

African Futurism is finally the strength that we have to break despite everything, the
psychological barriersand to build bridges between nations, the greatness of giving
back to humanity its African universality. "

FUTURE IS FEMININE

- MYAMY the AY GIRL

Sheisthefirstfemale beatmakerinSenegal. At the beginning of the year she released
herfirstbeat tapetitled "fiambaantape". Theconceptofthetapeis justas prime. The
flaabanis a culinary specialty specificto Senegal. It is a mixture of tamarind, with seafood
aswell aslots of spice. Each title of the project is an ingredient of the dish.



- VBLOCH
Empowering women
A great artistic laboratory, whose production speaks to us of diversity and freedom.

- LAEILA ADJOVI + LOIC HOCQUET
http://adjovi.visura.co/

Loicand Laeilaareanartistcouplelivingin Dakar. Leilaisajournalist /reporter and
photographer, while Loicisafilmdirector. Their jointwork"Malaika Dotou Sankofa” is
laureate of thelLeopold Sedar Senghor Grand Prix of the 13" edition of the Dakar Biennial
of Contemporary African Art.

Thewings that seemsto crossthe wallis myfavorite. Thisimage meansthat there isstilla
lot of obstacles to cross for us Africans, walls and prejudices to bang ... but that we will
succeed!!

"Malayka" means the angel in Swahili and "Dotou" to stay right in Fon, a language of
Benin. "Sankofa" is the Akan (Ghana) symbol of the messenger bird, who looks with his
head turned backwards,awayofincitingto"learnfromthe past".

AndaboutAfrofuturism: “1do notrecognize myselfinafro-futurismassuch butlamfor
afuture that we choose without suffering from that choice.

To 'build new ways' as Thomas Sankara said. And find 'new ways to live in the world' like
Felwine Sarr Says.”

BODY AND SPIRITS

- ALI BETA
Musician, Film director and theater director

His mantrais Africais the present
And histheme of predilectionis travel, with all the additions that it brings, spiritualquest,
the questionofmigrations, orthe reconquest of lostimaginary.

His film « LIFE SAARABA ILLEGAL » co directed with Peter Heller, and Barney Ruebe s
conceived asafamily saga, the documentary follows through ten yearstwo brothers
between Westafricaand Europe—theyoungeronatiny islandinthe Atlanticand the elder
brotherasahopelessillegal on Spanish mainland. A film about Europe’s values seen
through African eyes of poor migrants, about intercontinentaltraderoutesand
connectedpersonalhopes. The saga highlightens cultural and family background, by
means of very subjective and direct longterm insights.



Aspectsofleavingbutalsoreturningareshowingnewanglesonexilebutalso onmigration
ofsofaranonymous boat-people washed up at South-Europe’s borderline coasts. The film
is a longterm cooperation since 2008 between filmmakers in Senegal, Germany and
Spain.

We will watch his last musical video wich is a anthem to a spiritual rebirth, from the
sacred cosmogony that celebrates the unity of GOD and the World.

African cosmogonies have structured our societies before the arrival of revealed religions.
A new form of decolonization is under way, to recapture our imaginations and the stories
of our lives.

- ALIOUNE SAMB aka LUN LA LAME
“To work for the Divine through the Human.”

“lam moretempted bystirring the piles perceived as useless by the eye of the layman.
Before going to the fashion world with an anti-fashion spirit which makes me particularin
thegeneral,lhadasactivityalongmarchthroughthe streets of Dakarinsearch ofasupport
of predilection notonlyelasticto pullit, propelit, projectittowardsthe future butalso
authenticbythesedepths. “

Until today Moonthe blade does notfind thisfamous support but he wantstoshare the
unearned finds during "the long march on Dakar".

DOULSY JAHGAL
Doulsy is Fashion designer, costume designer for cinema or advertising.

In addition to his work for his brand JahGal which explores the diversity of materials with
silhouettes imprint to theworld BaaFaal, he collaborates closely with photographer
Fabrice Monteiro for the series "the prophecy" An apocalyptic fable dealing with
environmental issues.

He also works closely with the brand Bull Doff especially for @dakreatives in
collaborationwith differentartistsandmediums,graphic, performance,comics, music,
dance come to rally to fashion to present the "other way" made in Dakar .



- BULL DOFF

Isiconicduo of theavant garde fashionin Senegal. Baay Sooleyand Laure Tarot move
dress codes inSenegal.

Their collections arestronglyaccompanied marked bya performative facetin order to
placetheclothinginahistoricalorimaginarycontextamongothers.

Ichosetoshowtheirworktogetherbecausetheyhavebeenfacingadramafor afew months.
Afire hasset their common workshops and showroom onfire.

Annihilating all their enormous work.

They reacted with force and creativity involving their community to support them by
launching a fundraising campaignthatendedyesterday | hope with success.

- SIAKA SOPPO TRAORE

“In an environment touched by many cultures, | question them on this metamorphosis
of which they face our times and look that they are mutually. What future for Africans,
facing this clash of cultures? Building on the fantasy world, science fiction, technology,
music and performative arts, I'm trying to rewrite this black experience of the Black world.
I'm inspired to make implementations scene playing with symbols, aesthetics, movement
and stillness.”

- PAPE SANGONE VIERA

Iwould like tofinish by honoringthe spirit of aleadingartist of the young Dakar scene.

PAPE Sangone Viera was a multifaceted dancerand founderofthe Afreekanam company.
Developing a concept called African martial dance. He unraveled with his associates:

Afro pop a hybrid dance concept melding African dance, martial arts, and hip hop dance.
The excerpt that we will see is from a movie about Senegalese dance. A film whereyoucan
see Viera at workaswellasagoodselection of talented dancers in Senegal.

This film is also a tribute to his memory.
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Sonic collision between the world of the griot and electronic music
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjrV9bevd6A
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A collective of Atfrican film d‘irec’ror wanting to promote the
a

culture «geek» in Senegal and in Africa’in its entirety
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YLPxk37hwng

«To restore to humanity its African universality»

MADZO0 /4RBS CREW
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First femcle becrfnj}gkei; in Senegal
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http://soundcloud.com/myamy-theaygirl/4-kaani-nambaantape-the
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EjXiT-DGV6k



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ouheabYZqI0
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOELLshzeAs









http://vimeo.com/199153256



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmiGIHzZP7k




